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A True Coppy'of a LeTTEer from a FRENCH 
PROTESTANT awrvern to Loxpox by 
the preſent Perſecuttn im FRANCE. 


T © Aving received the Letter wherewith you were 
H pleaſed to favour me, aftcr that I, and my Family, 
with many others, had been driven from Rochel (by 
this flagrant Perſecution) ro London, where we arc now ſhel- 
tered, I judged it my duty to make you this return: That 
_ the account given you-of the defolation of Gods people in 
France , was nothing but Truth , eſpecially at Poidtu and 
Aulnix , from whence the Perſecution is gone into the 7/cs. 
Monfieur de Marrillac the Commilſſary hath exerciſed horrid 
crueltics in Poifku, who not being ſatisfied with that deplo- 
rable ruine he has brought upon all thoſe of the Reformed Re- 
ligion there, and that he had fold and diſpoſed. of all thar 
they had', He has further moſt inhumanely and barbarouſ] 
treated their perſons, whereof ſome have had their Arms, ſome 
their Feet , and ſome , other parts of their bodies burned : 
Some alſo have they hanged: by the Feer, and by their Arms: 
Others have they jew”. to: be ſhametully dragg'd through 
the Streets. Bur finding all theſe ways of Cruelty nothing 
prevailing , they did then by force draw them into their Po- 
puh Churches, where they violently made. them lay thcir 
Hand upon, the Eugag/le;..and this is that, which they call 
Converſton. es 7 | 
The Commulſlary of Rochefort has done no leſs in Surgeres, 
MHure, and Cyre. Fn Paittu and Aulnix, more than Twenty 
or T'wenty five Thouſand have changed their Religion; (>; 
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through fear, orhers for Money, but the greater part for fay 
ing their Goods, and delivering themleives from the fury of 
their Perſecutors. Some have been forced to abandon their 
Native Land, and to-convey .themſelves.into {lrange Coun. 
tries, Switzerlayud, Holland, Eng/and , treland, and ck. 
where. $0 ined FFI 
There be many in this City, who have tound moſt favoy. 
rable acceptance , and received conſiderable ſupplies , which 
indeed they have well deſerved , there being tew of them 
Whohave not forſaken'all for the fake of the Goſpel. And as 
to my {elf T have ſaved bur One hundred Crowns of all that] 
could get for my Moveables which I was glad to let go at an 
underyaſue. For now every Man ſells, and: the Papiſts, who 
alone are permitted to buy, do'offer nothing almoſt of any 
value, and will buy no Lands: - Truly the Delolation is great, 
above meaſure. La. Sa 
A lirtl© beforeT parted from Frante, Monfrenr de Carnavallet 
Governour of Browage , came abroad with his 'Troops, and 
entered into a Village betwixt Brouage and Marenues called 
Hye, * Where he' uſed: much *Yiolence , and conſtrained the 
oreatet part of Proteſtants there'to revolt. Too tew therc 
be who- courageoufly -reſift the temptations. For in ſome 
Churchss in Pozttu, conſiſting of Five or Six Thouſand Com- 
muNicants, (as in that of //orduxe,) there is hardly now to be 
fonnd five or ſix* And a certain Miniſter, in a place where 
was, did tell me, 'with tears ir his &yes, that of his Congre- 
gation, of Five hutzdred Commnnicants, there was ſcarce Ten 
who had ſtood faſt, and that even of theſe ſome were {tag- 
gering."” Tt is our Iniquity and ouricontempt of the Word of 
that have brotphit'rhels ptiniſhmentrs upon us. O that 
God-were pleaſed to be pacified towards us, and pitty his af- 
flifted" and defolare Chuyjr h. \ They have hitherto afſaulced 


but a few Towns; bur they threaten to put Garriſons in __ 
So | thc 
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he next Winter. I have lately. ſcen a Decree prohibiting all 

Proteſtants to {ell their Moyeables under pain of confiſcation, 

and of Five hundred Franks Fine. -. In Rochel alſo they have 

enrolled a Decree, prohibiting them to depart the; Kingdom. 

and-it F well known that they have ſciſed divers Perſons in 
4 | 


Calars that were withdrawing themſelves. 
Monheur Brevel, a Miniſter of your acquaintance (who by 
Order-of - the Prefidial of Roche! was interdifted from his 

Miniſtery for two years, becauſe he had viſited a Sick Perſon 

of us Congregation, whom they pretended to have chang'd 

his Religion two.days before) was torced to leave the King- 
dom :, And: this they have given our to be a Subornation, tho 
itbe moſt certain. that he did-not change his Religion uncil 
ten, days aiter that viſit, and that the Miniſter did nor give 
ping any-vilit but .agrhe earneſt entreaty of his Wife, and 

is other Relations. +, All of the ſaid MHorfreur Brevets Friends 

did judge fuch- an interdiction for two years , under the pre- 

ſeat circumſtances of-time, to be an abſolute and eternal pro- 

hibition : And that there was no, more juſtice. to be expected 
from. the Parliament [than- they; found from, the Preſidial-: 

Whereupon he thoughc himſelf obliged to repair to this City, 

where he has been theſe four days. So great is the Injuſtice 

done to: him, that the very Judges who Condemned hins, 
could not but acknowledge: his Innocence: RurAor juſtifying 
themſelves, they have ſaid, that the conſtitution of the pre- 
ſent times. did not favoyrhhim. - Aid: now he is gone from 

France-, with mgh Two hundred. Familics, which this raging 

Perſecution. has chaſed from: their ſeveral Hahbitations. » _ + 
Rochel has beexibhitheria- exempred: bur i6:-Gotdo. not 

concern himfelt is Will; not! be :leng-{o :-4ar;the Commiliary 

declares they -axe this Winter to. be dealt with at the fame 
rate others have been. There is a number of Pexlons reſoly- 
ed.to.deparr the, Kingdom, notwithflandinp-gny;change that 


may 
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may fall out. ny are already gone, and more arc dayly 
god . - Above Six hundred Seamen have already eſcaped in 

al Fiſhing-Boats, and are arrived in Eng/and. Now, Sir, 
behold our preſent deplorable condition. 
: (That which you did write unito mie has much rejoiced ma. 
ny perſons here, and'T hope they may ſhortly repair to the 
place where you are; for ſome numbers have arrived here, 
to' conipoſe hemſelves a little, and the better to determine 
and r&fotve upon the places which they ſhall judge moſt con. 
verfent for them: And'T hope that ere it be long you may 
ſee a pretty number in that Kingdom of Zrelard, whereof 
you have piven ſo good a Character.” I pray God to guide 
them mn the beſtiway. '- Monſieur de Lezement Miniſter of the 
Rocbel is likewile fufpended of his Miniſtty, againſt whom 
they -have fac + Decree of Interdition , "til the deciſion 
of Stire they have'\ſet up'againſt him, upon'moſt falſe accu. 
fations be at-a cloſe. © I ſuppoſe this Interdiftion may not 
always be continued, but-taken off, for their deſign is to re- 
moye the moſt -able'of our/Paſtours', as they did Monſieur 
de Vorty, ard Think theyt have gained a preat point, when 
they prohibit them the exerciſe of their Miniſtry. The Tem. 
ple of Soubize, is appointed ro; be razed to the Foundation, 
and a fornight ago the Maſs has been faid in the Temple of 


Tremblade. Now jadge what hope of things we can have. 


Since the writine of the aforefail Letter, there be more 
Proteſtants arrived in Dud/in, being: forced by the 
yerety of rhe prowing Perſecution, ' to preſerve and provide 
os themſelves; Who athrm that ys be my more, 
ind orcater outrapes 'committed- againft the Proteſtants 1 
Db what'is mentioned in the faid Letter. And that the 
Dragoons in Pojttu did cauſe a Miniſter to be ſhut up in 


Chimney, at the bottom whereof they caſt ſome moiſt _ 
ay, 


Ez] 
ich they ſer- on. fire. - But finding that he was ready 

wr A | S. forbore to Torture him any further. And 
kh the KY] Sieur de. Carnavellet did very barbaroully cauſe 
the;Nails of 'xwo Inhabitants of the ſaid Town of Zzye,, to be 
orns them: And further that the Commiſtary ok Rochefort, 
with kim ſome of. the Militia of the Province, and 


- 
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oncipl the chief Inhabitants of that. place, proteſt- 


himſelf 
© Com- 


1 away. 
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The extract of a LETTER frm PARIS, 
| November :t. 1681. 


"gee to tell you , that atognight ago a Decree of the 
Ba 


lieu of Charenton was delivered: and intimated to the 
Confiſtorial Members of that Church, prohibiting us, with- 
in the PrecinCt of that Dioceſs, to call the Roman Catholicks, 
Papiſts, trider the penalty of 500 Franks, and bodily puniſh- 
ment. Thar in our Prayers we ſhould no more ſay, We pray 
'| for our brethren who are detained under the Tyrranny of Anti- 


chriſt, 


Tal 
chyift, thereby undceiftanding the Pope:' ) To iafert and affirm 


in bur Confeſſion -of Faith, That ke 7 ond - fo oe 
Laws, and the Orders of the Clerg &51 Cas Satan, 
Tame pains > (thit, Il {ll 
| to HvCy Books co pch thinos. 


ing of thett' Sacrarhents, -Het*rb"We' the words, 
The God of the Meſſe, but to ſpeak of- it with all Reverence , 
and when we do- an Where rencoun => $2) -t6-put our ſelves 
ines fuch 2 Revere 4s becomes'(6'% 5th Sacra 
menit, uhder'the penalty 'of $60/ Franks,” atid/further exent 
puniſhments.” "They have writ to Monfewr, de Ruvignt, 

who is at the Court in 4face, tochave this Sentence abrogar. 
ed, bur have -aot-hitherto' received' any Anfier, which is 
yous, i forthe timie allowed for -obed! < therclnts 

; mos Aaendroteryee or he Minilti | ſhould co 
7 +2" ve vedlinig'r6 He ordinaty Forr 


